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EDITORIAL

fghanistan has
witnessed renewed
violence over recent

months resulting in a rise in
civilian casualties. This has
prompted fears of Taliban
resurgence by military

commanders, diplomats and

politicians. They see the situation in Afghanistan as
more critical than Irag. Militants, who were seen to
have lost ground, suddenly seem to have
reorganized themselves. They are conducting bold
operations not only within the country, but in the
neighbouring areas as well. In spite of coalition
presence, total military domination and committed
support from the neighbours who are providing these
militants the logistic support to sustain their effort.
Hopefully Afghanistan does not become a battle
ground for the proxy war of various players each
fighting for its own interests. This will not be good
for the coalition. Hence, there is a need to have a
fresh look at the coalition strategy in Afghanistan and
to analyze why after seven years we have not been
able to win the hearts and minds of the population in
spite of military victory and continued coalition
support.

It is very clearly understood the military alone can
not bring a lasting solution to wining the population.
US military is in the process of formulating a Joint
Operating Concept for the nature of future war. With
total domination in the conventional field, Irregular
warfare (IW) is seen to most likely be the nature of
future war. Winning hearts and minds of the
population is the cornerstone of the concept of IW
as it is defined as, “A violent struggle among state
and non-state actors for legitimacy and approaches
over the relevant populations...... ". Lessons learned
from Afghanistan and Iraqg are being dovetailed in the
concept. However, the challenges being faced now
need immediate resolution as conceptualization of
the doctrine and its operationalization may take a
very long time. Marked improvement has taken place
in Irag due to the implementation of ‘Golden Nuggets'.
The same needs to be adopted enthusiastically and
evenly all across Afghanistan even in those areas
where security situation may not be very stable.
Internal weakness and lack of inter-agency
coordination should not become a reason to blame
external factors.

This publication of the Coalition Bulletin highlights
the projects undertaken to improve the economic well
being of the population and hopefully these efforts
bear fruit to bring lasting peace in bothof the theatres.

www.centcom.mil

NEWS IN BRIEF

ANSF, Coalition Forces Provide
Medical, Humanitarian Assistance in

Helmand Province.

Afghan National Security Forcesand Coalitionforces' medical
personnel, under the Medical Civil Action Program, provided
humanitarian assistance in Nahr Surkh District, Helmand
province.

A large number of humanitarian assistance supplies were
handed out including 245 medical, dental and hygienekits; 176
sets of clothing and shoes, 135 bags of food, 26 school
backpacks, and five cooking stoves.

Approximately 400 people received medical treatment.

NATO Secretary General Visits

Afghanistan

NATO Sec. Gen. Jaap de Hoop Scheffer, accompanied by the
Supreme Allied Commander Europe, General Bantz J.
Craddock, paid athree-day visit to Afghanistan on 23-25 July
with the purpose of addressing the security situation on the
ground.

Brigadier General (Romania) Gabriel
Gabor, Completed His Tour in
Afghanistan.

Deputy Chief of the Multinational Operation Corps Iraq,
Bg.Gen. Gabriel Gabor, Romania’ s hational senior commander
in lraq, completed his tour of duty. For his outstanding
achievement he was awarded the Legion of Merit” medal.
Gen. David H Petraeus presented the award on June 1st 2008.

“1 want to dedicate this medal to all the Romanian soldiers
who have bravely served in Irag”, Bg.Gen. Gabor said.

Establishment of Border Coordination

Center

Three officersand three NCO'’s of Pakistan Army havejoined
the Border Coordination Centre at Torkham, Afghanistan on
Jul 21, 2008. The Officers from Afghanistan National Army
and ISAF had already joined the centre. The aim of this
coordination centre is to expedite the information sharing
system against the illegal cross border movement on Pak —
Afghan border.
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US Military Commanders Visit Pakistan

Lu Generai David McKiernan, Commander | SAF and Lieutenant General Martin E. Dempsey Acting

Commander USCENTCOM, called on Chairman Joint Chiefsof Staff Committee (CICSC),
General TarigMgjid duringtheir visitsto Pakistan.

Discussions focused on
matters of mutual interest
between thetwo countries
and other avenues of
military cooperation. The
military commandersalso
discussed current security
environment intheregion
withafocuson situationin
Frontier Regions of
Pakistan and Afghanistan.
Genera Tariq reiterated
Pakistan’scommitment and
support to international
effortsin Afghanistan and
stressed on the need to
develop trust based |
relations at all levels
amongst the coalition
partnersandto understand
theprevailingdynamics.
Expressing concern over
repeated cross border
missile attacks/ firing by
Coalition and Afghan
Forces, Genera Tariqsaid
that our sovereignty and
territoria integrity must be
respected, any violationin
this regard could be
detrimental to multilateral
relations. He also
reemphasised that Pekistan |
Armed Forcesarecapable <
of handling any challenges
to our security. ;
General David &
McKiernan expressed | ©
condolence onthe death of
11 Pakistani soldiersdueto
the coalition firing from
across the border and
regretted theincident.

*kkkkk

General David McKiernan, Commander ISAF, called on General Tarig Majid,
Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee, Pakistan.

Lieutenant General Martin E. Dempsey, Acting Commander US CENTCOM,

called on General Tarig Majid, Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee, Pakistan.
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At the End

Story and pictures Courtesy of
Major Daniel Burlacu, RO PIO, Iraq
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he Romanian military- medical team, who have been

participating in TO (Theater of Operation) in Iraq
completed their mission at theend of June‘08. LTC Cecilia
Barbulescu, Commander of the Romanian Medica Staff at
Camp Cropper Iraqg, shared with us her experiences.

Reporter (R): Do you consider it an interesting experience
to work alongside the American medical teams? Why do
you think so?

LTC Barbulescu (LTC): By coming here, we expected
something new and we were prepared to face the unknown.
When we |eft our country my oldest daughter, Diana, told
me, “Any journey isaninitiatory experience”. And it was,
indeed, quite a unique experience and very interesting. It
was not like awalk in a park, but arisky missionin areal
operational environment. Each and everyonein the medical
staff shared their own impressions from those [
monthsin the mission. They all concurred that the
whole experience was more or less different from
what they did back home. t

SFC Laura Burchea shared these after her first a3
MASCAL (Mass Casualty): “It was like what you
would see in the movies. It requires perfect
coordination and strict discipling’. LT Dusmanu
Tudor, FSG Osoianu Lacramioara, SSG Bujoreanu
Loredana, SFC Dragoi Sorin and Burlacu Sorin
agreed that it was a tremendous experience. SFC.
Hulea Laura and | participated in an important
mission which required usto prepare 600 blood units
to sustain the operation in Basra. The hospital
commander recogni sed the efforts of al our medical
colleaguesinvolved and both Lauraand | received
merit medals.
www.centcom.mil
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of the Mission

- (R): How isthe Romanian medical staff seen
by the US medical partners?
- (LTC): This question is best answered by an
- e-mail received from an American Colonel, a
- member of hospital staff where we worked:
“Again, you and your Romanian contingent
. have certainly set the mark in terms of team
= spirit, great adaptation to the mission and
= executing your various missions with
= professionalism and excellence. | am certainly
- glad to meet you and see Romanian medical
professionalsin action. Again, thanksfor al that
- you and your team have done here .You all have
1 behaved yourselveswith honour and excellence’
- (R): Any last thoughts for the Romanian
_' soldierswhoremaininthe TOin Irag, your team
“>= = and your successor?
(LTC): To my colleague who will replace me,
Mr. (Dr) Daniel Preoteasa, | wish him to
collaborate well with the American medical staff in these
missions and | am sure he and his team will show as much
commitment asall previousteams already did.

Tothemedical staff in TO, | suggest them to focus on this
work for the next 6 months becauseit isaunique experience
intheir lives.

After this mission we go back home changed, having a
different perspective of life. But the most important thingis
this: no matter what language we speak and what country
we represent, the objective is common in these missions.
Thelanguage becomesthe same. Hel ping peopleisthe only
thing that matters.

| am so honoured that in these 6 months | have been the
commander of these wonderful people, here in Camp

CB 54 July 2008




NATO Allies Signs Accession for Albania
and Croatia

n—"-:. - =
.- A ==  CHAIRMAN
e ; . i | Storyandpic‘JresCourtesyof
AL BANIA AT *  Albanian MFA Website

Ilies signed this month, the Accession Protocols with Albania and Croatia, opening the way for the full NATO
membership of these two countries. The Minister of Foreign Affairs of Albania, H.E. Mr. Lulzim Basha and the
Minister of ForeignAffairsof Croatia, H.E. Mr. Gordan Jandrokovic participated in the ceremony inthe NATO Headquarters.

During the ceremony, NATO Secretary General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer said: “This is an historical achievement for
these two countries and for the entire Atlantic community of nations. Both our new Allies come from a region that,
not long ago saw the first operational deployment of the Alliance and a region that has witnessed the first major
conflict on European soil since the end of World War Two.”

Following the signature, each of the NATO countries’ Parliamentswill begin theratification of the Accession Protocols.
As soon as the process is completed within the countries that are already members of the Alliance, Albaniaand Croatia
will beinvited to ratify the accession in their own Parliaments.

Thereafter, the instruments of ratification will be deposited at the State Department in Washington - the depository of
Washington Treaty — and Albania and Croatia become full members of the Alliance.

Asof today, and throughout the period leading up to full accession, NATO will involvetheinvited countriesin Alliance
activitiesto the greatest possible extent and will continueto provide support and assistanceto their reform efforts, including
through the Membership Action Plan (MAP).
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Determined Battle

Group Rids

Compounds of Enemy

Story Courtesy of Staff Sgt. Matt Meadows
4th Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division

Weapons Detachment Commander MCpl Ryan Rumball
directs his men in a sea of poppy stems following an
engagement with the enemy.

uring the month of June, soldiersfrom Canadian Force
Base (CFB) Shilo and Edmonton, membersof Charlie

Company (C Coy), 2nd Battalion Princess Patricia’'s
Canadian Light Infantry (2 PPCLI) Battle Group participated
in Operation NOLAI, in ZHARI District, Kandahar
Province.

With artillery fire support from Charlie and Delta Troops,
of B Battery, 1st Royal Canadian HorseArtillery (RCHA),
C Coy soldiers and an Afghan National Army company

conducted a three-day dismounted clearance operatl on of

suspected insurgent areas. With daytime =SS
temperatures reaching mid-40 degrees Celsius
and movement on foot severely restricted
through complex grapefields, the mission was
atest of physical staminaand determination.

2 PPCLI’s Reconnaissance Platoon was
tasked with finding a route from the nearest
paved road, nearly three kilometres away, to
the start of the first objective. Following their
path, C Coy moved under the cover of darkness
in order to begin the operation asthe sun came
up. The lead platoon, working hand-in hand
with their Afghan allies, quickly cleared the
numerous compounds that made up the first
portion of the abandoned village. With little
direction from their Canadian counterparts, the
Afghan soldiersdemonstrated excellent tactical
techniques asthey cleared their portions of the
objective area.

The initial lack of enemy resistance did not
last long asthe company came under fire from

www.centcom.mil

the enemy from numerous locations simultaneously.
Throughout the following two days, the seasoned and
extensively well practiced combined armsteam of 2 PPCLI
and 1 RCHA was put on display. The M777 Howitzers
accurately engaged the enemy positions allowing soldiers
on the ground to continue their advance. By day three, the
soldiers of C Coy had adopted a formation that harkened
back to wars of the past. Long irrigation ditches doubled as
a perfect army-style trench.

After completing the clearance of their objectives, the
soldiers of C Company stocked up on water and began the
long march back to the welcomed air conditioning of their
LAV 111 vehicles. Spirits were high; the mission achieved
success, significantly inflicting damage to the enemy and
bringing stability to thevolatileregion.

Section Commander, Sgt Martin Tolton, awaits the order to
clear a compound as the Company occupies a long trench
system.

Platoon Commander, Lt Alex Duncan (Left), calls in an artillery fire
mission on an enemy position alongside his signaler, Cpl Sean Power.
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Story andp‘l‘ctures Courtesy . b, T,
1st Lt Tomas Rofkhar TF Castle Public Afiatr

tdo&ntseemﬂkemuch just asmaII and rather ﬁaé%SthCSEteemwasleadby.Caot Ezekiel Moreno
andincluded several surveyors. The68th_’sm|$|on o

I §é&p looking hill dutsideCombat Ouitpost Zerfok:
~ It'snot until you get close to the hill named after a

. major league baseball téam, that you get a true
*, appreciationfor usthow.ehal engingthe gr
is.

420th Engineer Brigade, the hill was the'objecti
for an early:morning topographica survey. Maneuver

ferces needed anew observation postand they called

the Castleteam in to.survey potentl al candidates.

The engineerSwere eager to get started, Zerok’s
cooelsmountarn mornings give way.quickly and are
replaced by adry heat that makes Soldier’sfed like
they’ reonly ashort distancefrom the sunitself, said
ateam member. Survey gear packed and protective
gear on, the team ate a hurried breakfast and
performed last-minute checks of their rucks,
ensuring they had all the gear they needed, and that
they packed enough water to last through the walk
up the hill and the survey mission to follow.

For Master Sgt. Esley Gustafson, CTF Castle's
Construction Management NCOIC, and the team
|eader of the survey mission, thewalk up wasmore
than just atest of endurance, it wasalitmustest for
future missionsin theregion.

“It’simportant welearn everything wecanfromthis
first survey,” hesaid. “Welearnalot fromthesmaller
jobs we do, we can take those lessons on to larger
projects. Today’smissionisperfect, it'sasmall hill
with arelatively small footprint ontop, not too bad.”

His team members, Sgt. Peter Wislotski and Pfc.
Jose Perez, shouldered their packs and cast looks
toward their team leader. Each of them wasloaded
down with 35-40 pounds of survey gear in addition
to body armor, water and ammunition. Theweight
of it al together hovered uncomfortably close to
100 pounds.
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' ForthesmallsurveyteamfromTask ForceCast“ s

éompanyasw

wastwofold; they werethereto _
and to reconthe terrain on top of 1

“After linking upwith their security.element, apl atoon ™

| of paratroopers from Charlre Company, 1731 gk

and steady ascent.

The paratroopers, used to moving up and
rugged Afgh maantly alafe
the fastest r |, sandy hilfs
approachthey chosewasa ick blast up al
of red-brown earth that jutted out of thethill face, it
was al S0 apregdiri ous and MelE ik acki ng climb. For
the engineers, their packs stuffed with survey
equipment and bristling with parachute cloth covered
tripods, the desire to keep up with their security
element was mitigated by the need to place each
footstep carefully.

After about an hour of careful walking and even
crawling up some of the steeper partsof thehill face,
the first squads of the security element made the
military crest of the hill and began to methodically
clear thehilltopitself. Only after thiswas complete
did the Castle engineers move forward and start to
download their gear.

After catching their breath, Perez and Pfc. Kevin
Macallister from the 68th CSE unlimbered their
survey base station’s tripod and began to put the
highly-technical GPSreceiver into action. Perezand
Macallister worked quickly, but carefully, the bright
yellow survey unit was extremely ruggedized and
amazingly accurate — but it was also effectively
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B saicllite. Io
P ot thelrattent =
- units,As h|s teany! ary In'less than an. hour after summltrng, ‘the team e
. Gustafson \ ‘the converged back on the base station and compared , -
_discusse ;esthey might brlng heavy the information they eaohgatheredrnthetr_“to@;_f*f_ =
thefuture. Thetopographic ~ of thehill. WhenGustrafsonwascoaﬂda’ttthat‘théy .
for helped the got what they. cameforggte MOti oned for histeamto’ ‘ |

iopsabout  start breakir theg@down sl = '
hat Was aEst " oneof theneerby paratreooperssad

move out o\&wﬁnehrlltop | RS truIy hit thehrlltop _
Therevt/as only one problem: , & ' Thewalk back downwas ashard asthewalk up and
“\We'renot getting asatellitel ock g W| slotski said- -their paokswere nol |ghter “But for themembers of
withsa frown. Gustafson moved into-check the Task Force Castle's survey team, there WES] agreat
settingson the base station while Perez andWidlotski~ deal of satisfaction in know ng-they’ve prow ded a®:
started to go through achecklist to troubleshoot the =solid start to ensuring future Soldiers sefety :
rovers. <. “The better job we do up.here, the better:job. the o
Nearby paratrooperseyed thehightech survey gear 68th will dabuilding the OP” said Gustafson. “The.
% andit'sbright, dmost neonyelow paint. Perezshook. - better the OP the better protected our maneuver
\ hishead asheand Widlotski double check therovers- elements are.” :
software configurations.
“Tensof thousands of dollarsworth of survey gear
and you think the manufacturer would have painted
it something tactical,” he said.
After afew tense minutes checking and rechecking
the survey systems, Wislotski slapped the side of
the base station and proclaimed, “ Got it —we' ve got
alock.”
Eager to get started, two survey teams broke off,
each taking arover. Their job wasto simply walk
the curious-looking survey systemson astick around
thetop of thehill. Every tenfeet or so, they stopped,
alowed the rover to get a position lock and then
transmitted the |l ocation information back to the base
station. Later, when the team returned to base,
dumped the data points collected from their survey
into one of their laptopsand watched astheir terrain
software “drew” an accurate representation of the
hilltopsterrain.
www.centcom.mil




PRT Teaches CPR to Local Medical
Providers

Story and pictures Courtesy of
Air Force Cpt. Jillian Torango Panjshir PRT, PA

ix Afghan medical providers learned basic lifesaving
Skills at a Panjshir Provincial Reconstruction Team
Cardiopolmunary Respiratory (CPR) course held at the
RokhaClinicin Rokha, last month.

Air Force Staff Sgt. Janine Duschka, a PRT medical
technician deployed from Andrews Air Force Base, Md.,
taught the course.

“Itisimportant to teach thelocal medical providersbecause
it gives them another tool to save lives,” said Duschka
“The tools they take home with them today are not ones
they have to carry in their medical bags, and they’re not
something that they haveto spend their money on. They're
taking home knowledge that they can share with the rest of
their staffs.”

Themedical providerswerefrom six different clinicsand
four of the province's seven districts.

“This training is crucial because most of the province's
healthcare providers are in rural locations, so they need to
be ableto do this process[CPR] in order to get their critical
patientsto the hospital or to abetter clinic,” said Dr. Shirdell,
Panjshir Health and Medical Services officer.

The class is the one-day American Heart Association
Healthcare Provider CPR course authorized by the Military
Training Network in Bethesda, Md.

It coversnot only CPR for patients of all ages, but how to
handle someone who is choking and the proper use of an
automated external defibrillator unit.

The course also focuses on how to assess a patient to see
if CPR is even necessary, and Duschka sees patient
assessment as one of the main tools taught by the course.

“Now the medical providersknow how to assessthe signs
the patient isgiving instead of just reacting to a patient when
they arrive,” said Duschka.

“Many of the Afghan medical providers|’vedealt within
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the past would have immediately started to give
artificial breathing or CPR just because apatient’s
eyeswere closed or they were unconscious—even
if the patients were breathing normally already.”

While some of the medical providershad learned
prior forms of resuscitation, this course was new
to most of them.

“They didn’t have apreconceived notion of what
CPR should be, since they’ve never taken any of
'~ the older CPR courses, so it was actually easier
/; for me to teach them than it is teaching American
'| students.These providersall know how important
thistraining is and they all came ready to learn.”
Some of the basic questions asked were, “How
many timescan | giveapatient artificia respiration,”
“How long do | continue chest compressions,” and,
“Isthereasignin the patient for when | should start or stop
CPR?

This is the first class out of a 15-class schedule, and |
think it went very well and we all learned something from
the class, said Duschka.

While Duschkataught her ‘ students' the requirementsfrom
the course, they taught her some creative waysthey’ ve come
up with to handle some of the trickier everyday medical
situations.

For example, if a pregnant woman were choking, the
providers said they’d use a head-scarf to wrap around the
woman if they couldn’t reach their arms around her. Their
solution uses an item that every Afghan woman keepswith
her.

“Even though we' retaught to use everything and anything
that you have available to save the patient, using the scarf is
an ingenious option that | never would have considered,”
said Duschka. “ Although using the scarf is not a treatment
of choice, the solution shows the providers clearly think
outside of the box to help their patients in any way they
can.”

“If | cameinto their clinics | know they could assess me,
understand what was happening and treat me properly,” said
Duschka. “Hopefully they won't ever haveto usethiscourse,
but I’ m happy to have been ableto givethe extraknowledge.”

Shirdell agreed with Duschka.

“Whether they need to use [CPR] or not, they arelearning
that they always need to beintouch with the patient and itis
important to know what to do with apatient in any emergency
Situation,” said Shirdell.

The PRT’sCPR training program will continue throughout
theyear, and Duschka hopesto get out to different clinicsin
each of the province's seven districts.
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Hawijah's Literacy Program Gains
National Attention in Iraq

Story Courtesy of Staff Sgt. Margaret C. Nelson
1st Brigade Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division

n the month which marked the birth of the United States
of America and the liberation of other nations, July 5,

will berememberedin Hawijah, Irag, astheday itscountry’s
deputy minister of education Nehad Al-Juburi and the prime
minister’seducation advisor Zaid Chaid paid ahistoric visit
to bring national attention to a pilot literacy program
underway here.

Five-hundred School of Infantry (Sol) membersin four of
the sub-districts of Hawijah, Iraq - Zaab, Abassi, Riyadh
and Hawijah city - are currently participating in thisprogram,
which teaches students up to a 3rd to 4th grade reading
level.

“Educationisthefoundationto rebuilding,” Dr. Nehad told
the audience, which included closeto 100 of Hawijah's Sol
studentsin the program in Hawijah. “ You should be proud
of what you are accomplishing here and know that you are
setting the example for your country to follow,” he said.

According to its Ministry of Education, 5.6 million Iragis
areilliterate—30 percent of the populationin Hawijah falls
into that category.

The pilot program was envisioned by Gen. David Petraeus,
the commanding general of the Multi-National Force—Iraq,
andisbeing facilitated by Soldiersof the 1st Battalion, 87th
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Infantry Regiment, 1st Brigade, 10th Mountain Division. Its
initial design isto prepare Sol members for transition into
the Iragi security forces. The application process for both
thelragi policeand itsarmy requiresapplicantsto beliterate.

The program kicked off in Hawijah, June 15, and isalready
fulfilling the dreams of some participants.

“1 do not have the words to explain this great feeling |
have when | was able to write and show my family my
namefor thefirst time,” Abdulkarem Khalif Faris, 24, said.
“Itwaslikeflying. | want to thank God and my government
for this chance.”

Farishad to quit at the elementary school level to help his
family farminthisagricultural based economy. He hopesto
apply to the Iragi Police Academy in Kirkuk City when the
4-month program ends.

Hawijah Mayor Sabah Khalaf Ali praised the combined
efforts of the CF and | SF for the security gains measuring
around a 90 percent reduction in violent attacks against CF,
| SFanditscitizensin thisregion which “will now allow usto
focus our efforts on jobs and education,” he said.
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Iraqi Police Deliver Food to Zuwarijat

Story and photos Courtesy of
Sgt. Daniel T. West, 41st Fire Brigade, PA Office

ragi Police distributed bulk food productsto citizens of the Zuwarijat district of al Kut as part of an outreach program
to increase confidence in Iragi Security Forces (1SF) July 3.

Suppliesdistributed at the event included rice, packets of
noodles, canned goods and shelf-stable milk.

“The overall purpose of the humanitarian aid drop isto
show that Iragi Police (IP) areimproving relationshipswith
the community by distributing food that some cannot afford
to purchase themselves,” said Staff Sgt. Matthew Martinez
of the 511th Military Police Co., from Fort Drum, N.Y. “It
helps with improving the trust of the peoplein their ISF.”

The event built on gains the | SF made with the populace
sincefirst operating in the areain late April. Security gains
were evident immediately after occupying three security
stationsin thedistrict.

“The security of the area has improved tremendously,”
said Martinez. “ There has not been alot of activity from
the areasince the integration of IPsand Iragi Army (IA) in
April.”

Thismoveinto Zuwarijat marked thefirst timethelSFin
Wasit province established a lasting presence in a district.
Zuwarijat was chosen because it had historically been a
Jaysh a Mahdi stronghold.

Just days after the occupation, peopl e of the district began
bringing food and water to the stations, and the | SF began
to seeanincreaseintipsfrom the populace, said | P captain,
Hayder Adnan Ali Al-Saidy.

The progresswasimmediate, and the cooperation between
thelragi army and | P continuesto contributeto build security,
said Martinez.

“Instead of working as two separate units they are
functioning as one, which has helped improve the
neighborhood a lot,” he said. After the food distribution,
elements of the 511th, which helped provide security for
the event, visited the three security sites in the district to
evaluate the needs of the | SF members and assess the state
of the stations. The peopleinthe district did raise concerns
about the delays they encounter at security checkpoints.

Staff Sgt. Erik Golden, of the 511th MP Co., emphasized
the need to remain professional and for the police to work
as a team to 1st Lt. Oday, commander of station 14 in
Zuwarijat.

“We tell them ‘we're here to save you and for your
protection,”” Oday said. “Some are happy with our help,
some are still angry. We can't satisfy everyone.”

He remained positive about the lasting presence in
Zuwarijat.

“There’'sagood kind of people here,” he said. “Some are
angry, many are nervous, and othersare very confident when
they deal with us ... Some are happy we are here to help
protect them.

“We'll doour jobs,” he said.
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A girl clutches the milk she received from a humanitarian
assistance drop performed by Iraqgi police in the Zuwarijat
district of Al Kut, Irag.



Soccer Tournament Celebrates Sunni
and Shia Unity in Yethrib

Story and pictures Courtesy of
1st LT Jonthan J. Springer,
1st Bde Combat Team, 101 Airborne Division

Shouket Ahmed Rahman, Mayor of Yethrib, Iraq, shakes the hand of a soccer player from
Albu Faras during the opening ceremonies of the Yethrib nahi'a soccer tournament. For the
first time since the fall of Saddam Hussein’s regime, the Yethrib District is holding a multi-
village soccer tournament to commemorate the substantial progress that has been made in
regards to security and stability in the Salah ad Din province.

or the people of Yethrib, Iraqg, it has been along five

years. For over half a decade, the Balad and Yethrib
areas have been plagued with sectarian violence that has
pitted rival Shiite Muslims and Sunni Arabs against one
another.

The bloodshed between tribes, at times, had turnedinto all
out warfare that was waged in palm groves and fields near
theTigrisRiver.

In 2007, the conflict between the Muslim sects had reached
a boiling point and many throughout Irag, described the
situation as having elements of civil war.

But since then, things have drastically changed.

Over the course of 2007, the “tribal awakening” began to
spread throughout all of Irag.

This awakening saw many high profile Iragi sheiks turn
their backs against the brutality of foreign led fighters and
stand up, along with the coalition forces and Iragi security
forces, to take back the streets of their homeland.

Because of this dedicated partnership, the sectarian
violence that once gripped the Balad and Yethrib region is

www.centcom.mil

almost non-existent now,
and attacks are down in
amost all partsof the area.

With security improving,
local citizens have begun
taking

full advantage of the
much improved stability in
the country, and many have

. restarted the political
- process in their
neighborhoods, villagesand
cities.

The heated sectarian
strifethat once played itself
out on the streets of Balad,
is now playing out on a
, modest soccer pitch.

On June 30th, teamsfrom
a Jamiah and Albu Faras,
both small villages near
Joint Base Balad, squared
off on the soccer field to
begin a two-week-long
| district soccer tournament
aimed at promoting unity in
the area. The soccer
tournament is afirst of its
kind in an area of roughly
60,000 people. The
tournament is expected to

run nightly through July 12th, and will pit over 24 teams
from the district in sporting competition against each other
for the coveted championship trophy.

Shouket, who was born and raised in Yethrib, said this
soccer tournament marks a dramatic turning point for the
local villagers in the district. He said this tournament is
momentous because it brings various groups of people
together, both Shiaand Sunni, to rejoice and commemorate
the substantial progress that has been madein the Salah ad
Din province.

“Thissoccer tournament isall about unity,” Shouket added.
“In the past, many of these men were fighting each other
with weapons ... but now, they are battling each other on
the soccer field.” To localsin the area, this soccer tournament
ismore than just agame. They say it is significant because
it celebrates their return to normalcy.

“Right now, security isthe best it'sbeenin years ... this
tournament isall about celebrating that,” said Ahmed Dawud
Suwod, a 38-year old villager from Albu Hishma, speaking
through an interpreter.
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